Blue Flag means Quality

International Eco-Certification program endorsed
by UNEP and UNWTO

Administered by Foundation for Environmental
Education - now in its 23" year

Promises annual maintenance of high quality
standards

Supports standards through annual monitoring

Reviews criteria every five years

Integrates different perspectives of the beach
ecosystem
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Role of Environmental Defence

1. Administer the program and support applicants throughout the
process

2. Coordinate monitoring
3. Facilitate the Regional Juries

4. Develop the program through promotion, marketing,
fundraising, partnerships

5. Work with a network of community groups that support the
goals of the program
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Applying for a Blue Flag

Conduct a feasibility study

. Make recommendations if needed
Conduct a pilot phase

Application made to Regional Jury
Final approval by International Jury

Beach is monitored to ensure standards are met
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A Blue Flag is good for one year only and must be
renewed
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Blue Flag Beach Criteria

The 27 Blue Flag Beach Criteria are grouped into four
categories and include 23 imperative and 4 guideline
criteria:

Water Quality — 4 criteria

Environmental Education & Information
— 5 criteria

Environmental Management — 10 criteria

Safety and Service — 8 criteria
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SAUBLE BEACH TOURISTS

INFORMATION CENTRE
JUST AHEAD

Blue Flag Candidate Beach
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When we raise the Blue Flag, we are
celebrating high quality beaches and
recognizing a commitment to
environmental sustainability
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How to contact us

Nicholas Rolfe
Environmental Defence
317 Adelaide St. West, Suite 705
Toronto ON M5V 1P9

Phone: 416-323-9521 x233
Email: nrolfe@environmentaldefence.ca
www.blueflag.ca



