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Thank you for holding these hearings on the Framework.  I am the Chairman of the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities Initiative, representing over 70 US and Canadian cities all of which are deeply concerned for the long term viability of the Lakes as a natural and recreational resource and as an economic asset guaranteeing our futures.

A Framework to address the control of Asian Carp is a major step in the right direction and we appreciate all the work that went into it.  We must keep in mind the critical importance of keeping the carp from establishing populations in the Great Lakes.  We must maintain the sense of urgency that surrounds this issue and we simply must remain unified in our efforts.  Longer term, there needs to be a commitment to eliminating the pathways that allow invasive species to move between the Grand Lakes and Mississippi River basins.  

SHORT TERM ACTIONS

Significantly increased and more targeted surveillance and monitoring is needed immediately.  That appears contemplated in the framework; but there needs to be more information about location, frequency, and type of monitoring as that becomes available.

It is not clear in the short term actions what numbers of Asian Carp in what size area will trigger response actions; nor is it clear what actions will be triggered.  

Many potential new control techniques are contemplated along with refinement of the eDNA research.  We suggest that this research be identified not only as short term but also mid and long term and that field testing and full scale use be included, as well, in short, near and long term plans depending on when results are obtained and techniques are available.  We would also include intensive fishing with possible commercial marketing for areas downstream of Lockport in the Illinois River to be a short term action continued into the mid and long term.

LONG TERM ACTIONS

Increased enforcement of Lacey Act violations for illegal interstate transport of Asian Carp is listed as a long term action.  There is no reason why this could not be done in the short term.  Likewise there should be short term restrictions on ballast water exchanging from one side of the barrier to the other.

It appears that a large share majority of the money for the Asian Carp work is coming from the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative.  Wider sources of funding need to be found as this work moves forward.  The Restoration Initiative funding is critical in addressing other Great Lakes needs across the entire basin.
The feasibility study for the long term solution to this problem is probably the most important part of the framework.  It refers to “reducing the risk of aquatic invasive species transfer.”  A much stronger commitment to this result, with an emphasis on physical separation is needed.  Also, for a project of this magnitude, there must be a much broader set of interests included in the development and execution of the study so that the full range of economic, social and environmental factors are incorporated in coming up with the solution.  We don’t want to send our grandchildren’s children down this road again in the future.

With respect to the formatting of the report itself, we found the executive summary helpful and would suggest including the strategy matrix referred to as table 1 on page 12 in the executive summary.  We would suggest a full page map so that details can be seen more easily.  We urge you to consider breaking the work into short, mid and long term actions on the following timetable:

· Short term: now through December 2010

· Mid term:  January 2011 through December 2012

· Long term:  January 2013 and beyond

Finally, there are many places within the Framework where reference is made to state and tribal efforts.  Those references should always include local efforts.

CONCLUSION

Cities are deeply concerned about the threat represented by this new aquatic invasive species.  For many of us throughout the Great Lakes basin our economies depend on the Lakes and their ongoing viability as a tourism/recreational resource.  We are paying the price associated with other invasives such as zebra mussels that clog our water intake pipes or quagga mussels that have re-introduced blue-green algae blooms to the Lakes.  Every year Great Lakes cities invest $15 Billion in water quality for the Great Lakes.  We call on the EPA to act swiftly and decisively to eliminate this treat and protect our precious waters.

