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- By MONICA DAVEY

CHICAGO Reglonal governc i

ment agencxes around the Great

Lakes spend some $I5 hillion-a
year to protect the lakes fromin- .

vasive. -species, - contaminated
sediment and sewage overflows,
a new study shiows. But local offi-

cials say that still more protec-.

! tion is needed and that the United
- States: and: . Canadian govern-
ments should pay forit. <o

“ThHey're saying it’s not a fed-
day at- the. United' States Envi-.

_ronmental Protection Agency to

eral problem, but it is,” Mayor
Richard M. Daley.of Chicago said
of the five lakes, which hold.20
percent of the world’s fresh wa-
ter. Mr. Daley and other regional
leaders say they intend to press
for more federal money in light of
the study, to be released Wednes-
day, which for the first time esti-
mates what local governments
are devoting to the lakes. . -
Several mayors said the lakes
should not be deemed merely lo-
cal concerns, but seen as a broad-
‘er issue, akin to assisting the
New Orleans region after Hurri-
cane Katrina or restoring the Ev-
erglades in Florida. The study,
arranged by the Great Lakes
Commission and the Great Lakes
and St. Lawrence Cities Initia-
tive, both advocacy groups, con-
cluded that the 688 local govern-
ments in the Great Lakes and. St.
Lawrence River region spend
much of the money on aging
wastewater systems, which can
release  sewage when over-
whelmed with rain. The $15 bil-
jion estimate was based on re-
sponses by M3 of the local gov-
grnments to a survey oa their

_spendzng m 2006 '

It is uncertain’ exactly what_. i
federal authorities in the United. -
States and Canada now spend on
the Great Lakes, in part because
S0 many agencies and programs-.
are tied to the lakes. “That is one”

aﬁd Cﬁﬁ@dg

of the ‘probiéms; we can’t find out
what's being spent,” said David

Ullricit, executive director of the”
. Great Lakes and. st, Lawrence

Cities Initiative, . 2
" No'one was available-on Tues-

answer’ questions: about’ Great

* Lakes. spending. But Dale Kem-

ery; a spokesm'm for the ageéncy,
wrote in an e-mail message that
its budget provided. “significant
funding” for wastewater. infra-
structure nationally.

“We're doing more with tess by :
advancing 1nnovat_we technole- -
gies and growing greater part- '

nerships for sustamab:hty,” Mr.
Kemery wrote. . -

Still, Mr. Ullrich pomted to a
main federal fund. — one that
helps states with wastewater

projects - — as an example of

shrinking federal money that he
said would leave the Great Lakes
in jeopardy: the Clean Water
State Revolving Fund dropped to
5689 miilion in the 2008 fiscal
year, from. Sl 08 blllmn a year
earler

“The same pmblem can he
seen here,” David Miller, the
mayor of Toronto, said of Cana-
da’s federal financing. “The va-
tional government doesn't seem
to understand the urgency and
importance of the Great Lakes.”



